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KABBALAH 
 
The Tree of Life: 
The 22 paths of The Tree of Life ("Etz Haim") in Kabbalah reflect 
the 22 primeval vibrations that formed the Hebrew Alphabet. 
Thus, sound, form and meaning are all coordinated in one 
cohesive whole. Each is a different manifestation of a singular 
profound essence. As you see in the image, the Tree seamlessly 
embeds within the geometrical form known as the Flower of Life, 
which is evident throughout living systems and represented in 
countless ancient cultures.  Take a moment to feel the sign-
ificance of this universal recognition of coherence. 
 
The Paths and the Alphabet:  
The 22 letters/vibrations/paths within the Tree of Life connect the 
Sephiroth (the spherical points of the Tree): these key vibrational patterns are “emanations” and 
represent the powers of the soul. Each of the 10 Sephira is defined and acts as a chain of 
emanation, with each unfolding and evolving the next: each Sephira relates and mediates the 
influence of the others. They are: Kether (“crown”), Chokmah (“wisdom”), Binah (“under-
standing”), Chesed (“kindness/mercy”), Geburah (“severity”), Tiphereth (“beauty/harmony”), 
Netzach (“victory”), Hod (“glory/spendor”), Yesod (“foundation”), Malkuth (“kingdom”).  
 

The 22 paths connecting the Sephiroth consist of: 
 

• 3 "Mother Letters" (Aleph, Mem, Shin): These represent Awareness. 
• 7 "Double Letters" (Beth, Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Pe. Resh, Tau): These represent Space. 
• 12 "Simple Letters" (Hey, Vau, Zain, Cheth, Teth, Yod, Lamed, Nun, Samekh, Ayin, Tzaddi, 

Qof): These reflect the 12 constellations of the zodiac and represent Time.  
 

The Pillars: 
Three vertical pillars comprise the Tree of Life. The Pillars are a diagrammatic representation of the 
3 fundamental forces of life: positive/+, negative/-, and neutral/0. 
 

• The LEFT Pillar is the pillar of SEVERITY-DESTRUCTION. This is the black feminine pillar of 
passivity, form, contraction, restriction, matter, and is the negative pole of the Tree. The 
Sephira Binah, Geburah and Hod comprise this pillar. 

• The RIGHT Pillar is the pillar of MERCY-CREATION. This is the white masculine pillar of activity, 
force, expansion, movement, energy, and is the positive pole of the Tree. The Sephira of 
Chokmah, Chesed and Netzach comprise this pillar. 

• The MIDDLE Pillar is the pillar of MILDNESS-HARMONY. This is the central pillar that has no 
charge. It is cosmic awareness, consciousness, equilibrium, stillness, and the neutral 
“present moment” pole of the Tree. The Sephira of Kether, Tiphereth, Yesod and Malkuth 
comprise this pillar. The non-Sephira Da'ath is also on this Pillar. 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

You are walking The Path of Cheth. 
 

Cheth is the 8th path within the Tree of Life and the 8th letter of the Hebrew Alphabet. (It 
is also recognized as "18" when all elements of the Tree are considered, including each of 
the 10 foundational Sephira: this is known as “The 32 Paths of Wisdom”.)  
 

Cheth, meaning "fence" in Hebrew, is known as the letter/vibration/path of destiny. 
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Cheth is the path connecting Binah (the Sephira of “understanding”) with Geburah (the 
Sephira of “severity”, “judgement”, “strength”). You as Cheth are an embodiment of the 
fence: the container through which understanding is guided to be best activated. 
Because the Tree is an emanation process (an unfolding story through the Sephiroth), this 
path is the embodiment of Binah receiving the projective force of the previous Sephira 
(Chokmah - “wisdom”) and then limiting/containing/focusing it to give it defined action 
through Geburah. Saturn (limitation, focus, maturation) and Neptune (unity, immateriality, 
consciousness) are both associated to this Sephira. Binah is considered to be “The Great 
Mother” that gives birth to the life of the universe. You as Cheth connect “The Great 
Mother” to severe/strong action against “forces of evil”. Geburah, the primary influence 
of which is strength (specifically, that of “right action”), governs the will to align and serve 
the greater good. 
 

You as Cheth are here to bring honed understanding of wisdom 
into “right action”. 

 
 
22 Kabbalah Paths and 22 Tarot Archetypes: 
The Kabbalistic wisdom tradition and the Tarot are inextricably linked by the form, 
function, enigmatic meaning, and quantity of “22”. There are 22 Kabbalah paths and 22 
major arcana Tarot archetypes. Although the origination portal providing this link can be 
glimpsed and intuited, what we know for certain is that a (natural, inherent) alignment 
between the two exists that speaks to the evolutionary processes of life.   
 
The Path of Cheth is directly linked to the Tarot archetype of “The Chariot”.  

     
According to Ann Skea: 
 

“The Chariot in traditional Tarot packs depicts a 
crowned Martial warrior standing in a square 
chariot pulled by two galloping horses. The 
figure stands firmly between pillars which 
support a canopy or veil. On each shoulder is a 
face – male and female or sun and moon – 
and he holds no reins. He is an emblem of 
energy, judgement, balance and control. Only 
one who knows his own powers and can assess 
and judge the situation second-by-second can 
maintain such balance, borne along as he is by 
the turning wheels of an earthly (4: square) 
chariot drawn by powerful natural energies, 
which may often pull in different directions, as 
the horses do on the traditional Tarot cards1. 
Pride, overconfidence, the slightest lack of 
attention, judgement or balance, and the ride 
will end in disaster. 

The number of this card is 7 (4 + 3, representing the Earth plus the Divine Trinity of Sephiroth 
at the apex of the Cabbalistic Tree and, especially, The Goddess - Binah). The Divine 
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energies are hidden by the veil above or behind the human warrior in this Chariot of Life 
and he or she must learn to know their own strengths and weaknesses in order bring the 
journey to a safe conclusion. The Cabbalistic phrases for meditation on this path are ‘The 
Chariot of Life. Lord of Triumphant Light. Sangraal’. And the planet controlling this path is 
Mars, whose fierce energies may be directed towards good or evil and may be both 
courageous and cruel. 

The Hebrew letter for this path, Cheth (meaning 
‘fence’), embodies all these things. Cheth is made up 
of the two previous letters, Vau and Zain, and it 
contains the energies of both: the dynamic life 
energies of the Divine which, on this path, empower 
the traveller and remain protectively close (“like an 
eagle protecting its young”) but which allow 
complete freedom of expression and judgement – 
complete self-reliance. 

The Path of Cheth lies on the Pillar of Form between 
Binah (Sephira 3), who is Mother of Form and The 
Possibility of Boundaries, and Gevurah (Sephira 5), 
which is Judgement, Power, Severity, The Expression 
of Form (its preservation or destruction), and The 
Response to Boundaries (the setting of limits or 
fences). Judgement (Gevurah) implies Laws, restraint 
and emotional control and Cheth is a dynamic path 
of ‘Run and Return’, a path of individuation, on which 
the traveller moves between polarities, running and 
returning between freedom and restraint, form and 
chaos, splendour and degradation. Balance is 
essential and the traveller must learn their own limits 

and use this learning to balance the energies of Gevurah (Judgement) with those of its 
partner, Chesed (Mercy); and to be in harmony with the Divine, Natural energies within 
themselves and in the world at large. 

This path is filled with the continuous, spiraling energies of life. Its number is 8 – a closed, 
spiraling figure. 8 is the Caduceus – the entwined double helix of snakes: positive and 
negative energies in 
perfect balance. 8 is the 
number of Mercury / 
Hermes whose dynamic 
energies may guide the 
Soul to the Divine but 
may also misguide the 
unwary and unwise. 8 is 
also the number of the 
Divine Feminine, the 
Water Principle, the ebb 
and flow which is the 
pulse of life.” 


