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TAROT 
 

Temperance and The Hierophant (14/5) 
 

The archetypal system of Tarot is ancient. Although records link its beginnings to the 
Middle Ages, there are indications of its origination occurring much earlier – perhaps even 
by thousands of years and from distant civilizations. The Tarot represents and reflects (it is) 

the story of life: each card is a micro-story of the profound, deeply-embedded and 
commonly-lived experiences of our human journey. Your core Tarot encoding is unveiled 
by adding your individual birth numbers together and reducing them down: in this case, 
your encoded major arcana Tarot archetype is #5 The Hierophant. Expounding on this 

archetype, your birth numbers have also been added in such a way (a system developed 
by the Amberstones) as to bring forward one (and sometimes two) other major arcana 

archetypes that also live within you. Together, these symbiotic fields of energy create an 
additional dynamic and unveil the complexities of your Soul Print’s distinct journey. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
You are the energetic archetypal 
combination of Temperance (#14 in the 
Tarot) and The Hierophant (#5 in the 
Tarot). As such, you represent a dynamic 
quality-set and a duality that emerges 
from its coupling and its energetic 
feedback loop.  
 
This emergent archetype and energy 
signature is one that represents your life 
story and your specific path to navigate. 
As with all encodings, inherent with 
Temperance-Hierophant lies an un-
deniable soul-growth journey. 
 

In addition to the data below, please absorb the imagery on each card – the similarities 
and the differences – as the symbols provide infinite information about your encodings. 
 
Written by Ruth Ann and Wald Amberstone: “Temperance and The Hierophant share a 
passionate nature, a concern for purity of intention and action, faith in personal evolution 
and perfectability. Both are impatient with wrong-doing and lack of effort. They contrast as 
natural vs. formal, personal vs. hierarchical, righteous vs. moral, individual vs. communal. 
Self-knowledge contrasts with received lineage. The path of mighty effort contrasts with the 
path of perfect surrender. 
 
“The Hierophant listens to the inner voice and allows it to speak through him. He knows the 
secret path that connects the inner and the outer, the hidden and the visible; and he is a 
sure guide to anyone traveling from one to the other. The Hierophant's job is to clearly 
separate right from wrong, to create and lead the rituals of the spirit, to teach the true 
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knowledge, to open the door to the chamber of the heart; and to initiate all who have 
done the outer practices into the inner mysteries. He is the guardian of the gates of 
Paradise. Temperance is the captain of the armies of the spirit, the beam of light in a dark 
room. He combines the powers of opposite intensity — of hot and cold, of light and dark, 
of dry and wet, of weightless and heavy — into the passionate impulse of the center. He is 
the drawn bow of the arrow of Sagittarius, aimed at the bulls-eye. His job is to know first-
hand every danger and pitfall of the right and left-hand paths, and then to find and travel 
the middle way. His energy, passion and purity are the shortest, surest way out of the prison 
of our personal limitations, and into our freedom and true power. 
 
“Unintegrated and imperfectly realized, The Hierophant can be intolerant, inflexible and 
hypocritical, concerned with form instead of essence, permitting vice while forbidding 
heresy, exchanging the inner kingdom for a personal following. Temperance can be given 
to extremes — of self-righteousness and self-contempt, of anger and pity, of action and 
lethargy, of asceticism and license. He can be self-involved, lazy, sloppy, and given to 
fantasies of personal greatness. 
 
“Together, they can be focused, inspired and charismatic. They can be both trusted 
leaders and loyal followers. They know, speak and act from their own highest truth.” 

 
 

You are an embodiment of the “both-and” of these archetypes, as well as the pinnacle 
point and “in-between” of them – the resultant entity – created by their relationship. You 
are here to evolve the cooperative, symbiotic relationship between these archetypes. 

 
When understood, accepted and allowed to flow naturally, the Temperance-Hierophant 
will lead your soul where it wants to go - toward actualizing the wise alchemist you are 
(Temperance is the archetype of alchemy), perfecting your self-knowledge and self-
integrity, and activating your powerful co-creative abilities. It is when you see, understand 
and approach this path from your natural place of wholeness that your journey will able to 
be harnessed so it can unfold optimally and with least effort. 


